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The September 10, 2013 meeting of the Maryland Board of Public Accountancy was called to order at 9:00 AM by Chairman Tim Murphy.
Upon a motion (I) by Ms. Pierce, and seconded by Ms. Gantnier, the minutes of the August 6, 2013 minutes were approved with corrections, unanimously.  
Chairman’s Report

The Chairman did not present a report.
Executive Director’s Report  
Mr. Gring noted that the last wave of examination scores have been received for the July-August Examination period.  Mr. Gring also advised the Board will have a new employee, Timmera Jennings, who has been hired as office service clerk.  Ms. Jennings will start on September 25, 2013.  Additionally, interviews are scheduled to begin on September 26, 2013 to hire a person to fill the office secretary position.  Mr. Gring expressed the hope that the office secretary position will be filled by mid-October and the Board will be at full staff.
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.Exam Appeals  

None.
Education Report

Mr. Speciale presented the Education Report.  Mr. Speciale reported that during the period August 6, 2013 through September 10, 2013, the Board approved two (2) regular reciprocal applications. In addition, Mr. Speciale reported there were three (3) transfer of grades application approvals; and  one (1) transfer of grades denial.  The denial was as follows:
In TOG-0913-01, the applicant was denied because the applicant had not documented the completion of 14 of the 150 semester  hours of collegiate education required for licensure by §2-303 (a)(2), Business Occupations and Professions Article, Annotated Code of Maryland; including a three semester hour course in ethics as is required under Code of Maryland Regulations COMAR 09.24.05.03 A. (2).
Upon a motion (II), by Ms. Gantnier, and second by Mr. Jeter, the Board unanimously approved the Education Report.

Experience Report

Ms. Pierce presented the Experience Report.  There was one  (4 /10) application approval and 26 Maryland candidate experience approvals during the period August 6, 2013 through September 10, 2013.
Upon a motion (III) by Mr. Jeter, and seconded by Ms. Gantnier, the Board unanimously approved the Experience Report.

Firm Permit Report

Mr. Claxton presented the Firm Report.  There were 5 firm application approvals during the period August 6, 2013 through September 10, 2013. There was one firm application denial as follows:
In FPA-0913-01, the firm applicant was denied because the applicant’s firm name was misleading, implying that there was more than one CPA in the firm when in documents submitted to the Board there was only one CPA.  This is prohibited by Code of Maryland Regulations COMAR 09.24.01.06 I. (4).  
Upon a motion (IV) by Ms. Pierce, and seconded by Mr. Speciale, the Board unanimously approved the Firm Report.

Peer Review Oversight Committee Report
None.
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New Business 
None
Old Business  
The Board discussed the Excel portfolio curriculum that is offered by the University of Maryland University College (“UMUC”). The Board had heard from Dr. Joseph M. Whelan, DM, CPA at the August 6, 2013 meeting.   Dr. Whelan was requested to provide additional information about the program for evaluation by the September meeting and the academic standard applied to evaluating students in the program.  The Board asked numerous questions about the program, eliciting responses from the UMUC representatives Kathy Warner and Cleopatra White, who were in attendance,  They indicated that UMUC’s Registrar would be the appropriate person to respond to the Board’s concern. The Board deferred further discussion until the October 1, 2013 meeting .    

The Board also discussed correspondence concerning whether certain credits awarded by the American Council on Education (“ACE”) meet the requirements of the education standards  of the Board.  At issue were credits awarded by ACE where there was third party industry administration of an examination.  The Board reaffirmed its position that credits earned in this manner do not qualify.

Executive Session

At 9:57 AM, upon a motion (V) by Mr. Speciale, and seconded by Ms. Pierce, the Board went into Executive Session in the 3rd Floor Conference Room, 500 N. Calvert Street, Baltimore, Maryland 21202.  The purpose of this session was to consult with counsel.  This 
session is permitted to be closed pursuant to State Government Title Section 10-508(a), (7).  It returned to the regular business meeting at 10:15 AM upon a motion (VI) by Mr. Speciale, and seconded by Ms. Pierce.to conduct an administrative hearing in CPAS13-0031.  At 11:30 AM, upon a motion (VII) by Mr. Speciale, and seconded by Ms. Pierce, returned to Executive Session to consult with counsel.  At 11:45 AM the Board returned to regular business upon a motion (VIII) by Mr. Speciale, and seconded by Ms. Pierce.
Complaint Committee Report

Mr. Jeter presented the Complaint Committee Report.  The Board received 3 consumer complaints for the period August 6, 2013 and  September 10, 2013. The following complaints 
were closed: CPAS 14-0007 and CPAS 14-0008.

Upon a motion (IX) by Ms. Powell, and seconded by Mr. Pierce, the Board unanimously approved the Complaint Committee Report.

In EX-A0913, upon a motion (X) by Ms. Gantnier, and seconded by Ms. Powell, the Board approved the extension of conditional credit for a candidate for accommodations under the American With Disabilities Act. 
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In EX-B0913, upon a motion (XI) by Mr. Claxton. and seconded by Mr. Speciale, the Board approved an extension of the Notice To Schedule (“NTS”) pursuant to the American With Disabilities Act. 
Upon a motion (XII) by Ms. Pierce, and seconded by Ms. Powell, the meeting adjourned at 11:50 AM.
NEXT MEETING 

Tuesday, October 1, 2013, 500 North Calvert Street, Third Floor, 9:00 AM

__ X___ With corrections
______ Without corrections 
_______________________________________      ____________________                       Chairman                                                         
  Date 
