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OTHERS PRESENT:
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Tom Bray, MSATP
The January 5, 2016, meeting of the Maryland Board of Public Accountancy was called to order at 9:10 AM by Arthur Flach, Chair.
Upon a motion (I) by Mr. Korb, and seconded by Mr. Ehudin, the minutes of the December 1, 2015, meeting were approved with corrections.
Chairman’s Report

Mr. Flach voted to change luncheon date to February 2, 2016 at 11:30, when more people can attend. The vote was agreed upon unanimously. 
Executive Director’s Report  
Mr. Gring made the Board aware that every Board member must file the Annual Financial Disclosure Statement with the State Ethics Commission by April 30, 2016. 
Exam Appeals
The staff did not report any examination appeals for this meeting.
Education Report

Mr. Korb presented the Education Report. There were five (5) Transfer of Grades applications approved. There were two (2) Transfer of Grades denials.
Upon a motion (II) by Ms. Powell, and seconded by Mr. Jeter, the Board unanimously approved the Education Report.
Experience Report

Ms. Powell presented the Experience Report.  There were seventeen (17) reciprocal applications approved, no reciprocal application denials; and fifty-two (52) Maryland candidate license application approvals and no Maryland candidate application denials.  There were no administrative closures.
Upon a motion (Ill) by Mr. Ehudin and seconded by Mr. Jeter, the Board unanimously approved the Experience Report.
Firm Permit Report

Mr. Ehudin presented the Firm Permit Report.  There were thirteen (13) firm permit applications approved. There were no firm application denials.
Upon a motion (lV) by Mr. Jeter, and seconded by Mr. Korb, the Board unanimously approved the Firm Permit Report.
Peer Review Oversight Committee Report
Mr. Flach presented the Peer Review Committee Report. He stated that he will have a conference call with Clem Mueller after he puts together the job description for PROC. He states that there is one potential candidate for the position. 

Mr. Flach distributed a paper titled “A step up in standards for peer reviewers.”  This paper discussed a six-point plan to improve audit quality and the evolution of practice monitoring to improve quality in audit and attest engagements.  
Upon a motion (V) by Ms. Powell, and seconded by Mr. Jeter, the Board approved the Peer Review Committee Report.
New Business
The staff did not have any new business for this meeting.

Old Business
 The Board has not received approval from the Governor’s office, regarding legislation for subpoena power to investigate complaints involving a firm or individual whom fails to comply with the review. 

Mr. Lawrence reported that he is awaiting a response from Susan Cherry, who is Chief of the Department of Litigation services, on modifications to reviewing complaints by the complaint committee.
Correspondence 

The staff did not have any Correspondence for this meeting.
Executive Session
Upon a motion (VI), by Ms. Powell, and seconded by Mr. Jeter, the Board went into Executive Session in the 3rd Floor Conference Room, 500 N. Calvert Street, Baltimore, Maryland 21202 at 9:28 AM.  The purpose of this session was to consult with counsel.  This session is permitted to be closed pursuant to State Government Title Section 10-508 (a), (7). It returned to the regular business meeting at 9:41 AM upon a motion (VII), by Ms. Powell, and seconded by Mr. Jeter.
Complaint Committee Report

Mr. Jeter presented the Complaint Committee Report.  Mr. Jeter reported that the Board received three (3) new consumer complaints and closed two (2) consumer complaints.  
Upon a motion (VIII), by Ms. Powell, and seconded by Mr. Korb, the Board approved the Complaint Committee Report.
Upon a motion (IX), by Mr. Korb, and seconded by Ms. Powell, the Board adjourned at 9:47 AM.
NEXT MEETING 

February 5, 2016, 500 North Calvert Street, Third Floor, 9:00 AM
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